Understanding Global Environmental Impact

Directions:  Read each of the headlines and news shorts below and then answer the questions that follow.
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New York Times - Nicola Clark, David Jolly - ‎May 25, 2011‎
Another Icelandic volcano, Eyjafjallajokull, erupted in April and May 2010. It grounded more than 100000 flights, leaving millions of travelers stranded. The European Aviation Safety Agency, the International Civil Aviation Organization and Eurocontrol ... 

Germany is shutting down its nuclear program. Do you agree with the decision? [image: image4.wmf]
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Wall Street Journal - ‎4 hours ago‎
Germany said it would close all of its 17 nuclear reactors by 2022, a sharp policy reversal that will make it the first major economy to quit atomic power in the wake of the nuclear crisis in Japan.

Russia resumes exports; floods threaten Iowa crop [image: image7.wmf]
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DesMoinesRegister.com (blog) - Dan Piller - ‎59 minutes ago‎
Vladimir Putin of Russia announced that his nation would reesume exports of wheat on July 1, potentially cooling the increases in the prices of wheat, corn and soybeans worldwide begun last summer on news of a major drought in Central Asia. ... 

Drought to Weigh on France's Wheat Harvest 

Wall Street Journal
By INTI LANDAURO 

PARIS—France's worst drought on record is set to weigh heavily on its wheat harvest, French Agriculture Minister Bruno Le Maire said Tuesday, potentially further pushing up global wheat prices.

Already, prices have been rising amid the drought in France and parts of Germany, where a lack of rainfall has left farmland parched. About half of France is under water rationing, facing restrictions on watering gardens, filling private swimming pools and on outdoorcar washing.

Hydropower plants have also limited their production as dams and reservoirs are emptying fast. If the drought were to worsen, nuclear power plants may have to cut back generation because of a lack of water to cool nuclear reactors. Électricité de France SA, the country's only nuclear generator, said there is no indication that any of its 58 plants is close to that situation. 
Iran's largest lake slowly vanishing [image: image10.wmf]
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Petoskey News-Review - Nasser Karimi - ‎
Beyond tourism, the salt-saturated lake threatens agriculture nearby in northwest Iran, as storms sometimes carry the salt far afield. Many farmers worry about the future of their lands, which for centuries have been famous for apples, grapes, walnuts, almonds, onions, potatoes, as well as aromatic herbal drinks, candies and tasty sweet pastes.

“The salty winds not only will affect surrounding areas but also can damage farming in remote areas,” said Masoud Mohammadian, an agriculture official in the eastern part of the lake, some 370 miles (600 kilometers) northwest of the capital Tehran.
1.  What is the common theme of each ofthese stories?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If an environmental disaster occurs in one nation, are other nations affected?  Provide evidence to support your answer.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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