[bookmark: _GoBack]Are you a Transcendentalist?

	Transcendentalism as followed by Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau consists of eight basic principles. Read these principles below. On the lines below, rephrase the principle in your own words – your own interpretation of what that means. Then determine to what degree, if any, you agree with the Transcendentalists. Circle Agree or Disagree and be prepared to defend or explain your answer.
Name: _________________________________		Date _______________	Period ______

1. God as nature: God is in all people, nature, and living things. Everything created on Earth contains a divine nature. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
				Agree					Disagree
2. Contemplation of divine nature and regular nature: To truly understand humanity, one must also understand man’s relation to all other aspects of Divine Nature. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________				Agree					Disagree
3. Searching and Meaning: Happiness is only found by approaching oneself and accepting what one finds within. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Agree					Disagree
4. Physical and mental work: One should continually stretch and extend his/her physical and mental strength throughout his/her entire life. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________				Agree					Disagree


5. Know Thyself: To know yourself means to live your life by a set of individual principles and to measure growth in respect to these personal codes; no two people have the same exact codes. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Agree					Disagree
6. Time and Personal Growth: Acquiring money and material wealth should not be one’s life work. One should work to fill his/her basic needs and spend the time left to develop his/her self.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Agree					Disagree
7. Least government is best: Government frequently prevents personal freedoms, and when this happens, one should break away from governmental law.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________				Agree					Disagree
8. Determine truth for yourself: One should not conform to anything that he/she does not support. This includes accepted traditions and laws which one perceives as unfair.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
				Agree					Disagree

Choose one of the concepts above and relate it to a current event or situation:
